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M NNEAPCLI S, June 1 /PRNewswire/ -- The hi gh-speed Universal Serial Bus
(USB) used in Apple's i Mac and G3 Maci ntosh conputers was designed to make
peri pheral devices work faster and install easier. But many users with serial
devi ces -- nodens, PDA docking stations, digital caneras, bar code scanners --
still require standard serial ports.

Digi International Inc. (Nasdag: DA ) introduced Maci ntosh conpatibility
for its multiport USB-to-serial adapters today allowi ng i Mac and G3 users to
continue to use their serial devices via the USB port. The Accel ePort(R) USB
adapters conme in two Maci ntosh conpatible versions: the Accel ePort USB 2
provides two serial ports and one parallel printer port, while the Accel ePort
USB 8 provides eight serial ports and two downstream USB ports.

According to nmarket research firm Dataquest Inc., virtually 100 percent of
new PCs will have USB by 2001, limting port availability for existing serial
peripherals. Digi's AccelePort USB serial port adapters elimnate this
probl em for users of Wndows 95, Wndows 98, the upcom ng Wndows 2000, and
now MacCS 8.5. Products start at a list price of US$199 and are avail abl e
from thousands of resellers worldw de.

"USB t echnol ogy shoul d be about mnaking things faster and easier, not nore
expensive," said Don Elnore, Digi's USB product nanager. "Digi's Accel ePort
USB serial port adapters provide a way to get nore life out of that $200 nodem
and $500 digital canera. Macintosh users shouldn't have to rush out and buy
new USB peri pheral s because they just bought an i Mac. There are a |ot of
reliable serial devices out there that will continue to work great with Digi's
sinple USB serial port adapter."”

The Accel ePort USB 2 serial port adapter attaches to a PC s USB port,
providing two DB-9 asynchronous serial ports (El A-232) and one DB-25 parall el
printer port. The ports support speeds up to 115 Kbps and do not require
additional 1/0 ports. The Accel ePort USB 8 has ei ght DB-9 asynchronous seri al
ports (ElA-232) and two downstream USB ports. Some Maci ntosh users nmay need to
purchase a Mac MDI N8-to-DB9 peripheral adapter, wi dely available for about
US$5.

USB is a peripheral bus standard for connecting up to 127 peripherals to a
single conmputer at speeds of 12 Mops. PCs equi pped with USB al | ow conput er
peripherals to be configured automatically as soon as they are physically
attached -- without the need to reboot or run setup -- for true plug and play.
It is automatically supported on MacCS 8.5, Wndows 98 and the upcom ng
W ndows 2000.

About Digi International

Digi International, based in Mnneapolis, is a | eading worldw de provider
of voice and data communi cati ons hardware and software that delivers seanl ess
connectivity solutions for open systens, server-based renpte access and LAN
markets. The conpany narkets its products through a gl obal network of
distributors and resellers, systemintegrators and original equipment
manuf acturers (CEMs). For nore information, visit Digi's Wb site at
http://ww. digi.comor call 800-344-4273 (U. S.) or 612-912-3444
(I'nternational).

Digi, the Digi |ogo and Accel ePort are trademarks or registered trademarks
of Digi International Inc. in the United States and other countries. Al other
brand nanes and product nanes are trademarks or registered trademarks of their
respective conpani es.
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